PEERA SONGKUNNATHAM

Writer and translator from Sisaket, Thailand - peera.peesuke@gmail.com

EDUCATION

2015
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and Sociology, with a Minor in Spanish,
Swarthmore College, USA

AWARDS

2016

Winner, “Thinking Against the Mainstream” Prize, Cuba’s Ministry of Arts and
Culture

- Essay “Juan Rulfo in Northeastern Thailand: Translation and Solidarity” [pdf] about a
project that came to fruition in 2018 as Thailand’s first book-length literary translation
in an Isan dialect, a mix of Lao and Thai [shop]

2009
Winner, Thailand’s SE-ED Translation Championship
- A national high school level competition of literary translation from English to Thai

EDITING EXPERIENCE

2022-
Bilingual Editor, The People’s Will Archive, Siddhi-lssara Foundation [website]

2021-
Editor-in-Chief, Sanam Ratsadon: An Archive of Common][er] Feelings [website]

2021-2022
Editor-at-Large (Thailand), Asymptote Journal [archive]
- Contributed dispatches and essays on Thai and adjacent literatures

2020
Translation Editor, the Thai-language edition of Ozgiir Heval Cinar and Coskun
Usterci (eds.), Conscientious Objection: Resisting Militarized Society [shop]

2019
Assistant Editor, Prontip Mankhong’s prison memoir siui151e151 laudiiunas [shop]

2018-2019

Assistant Editor, Aan Online

- Wrote articles of cross-cultural adventure with literary translation as a springboard
- Edited and translated contributors’ articles from English into Thai

2015-2018
Culture Editor, The Isaan Record
- Managed the culture section for the online news magazine in Thai, English, and Isan


https://readjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/JuanRulfoinNortheasternThailand-AanEnglish.pdf
https://readjournal.org/product/theplain/
https://sis.or.th/en/sis-archive/
https://sanamratsadon.org/madman-madwoman-madhuman
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/by/peera-songkunnatham/
https://samyanpress.bentoweb.com/th/product/601689/product-601689
https://readjournal.org/product/kolf/

PUBLISHED LITERARY TRANSLATIONS

Spanish to Isan
nana1gnlvidl (El Llano en llamas)

A collection of short stories by Juan Rulfo, Aan, 2018

Thai to English
The Obscenity Case Against Ekkachai Hongkangwan
A prison anecdote, two court verdicts and a petition, Sanam Ratsadon, 2022

Against Feudal Obscenity
Two articles of literary criticism by Intharayut, Sanam Ratsadon, 2022

the pickpocket who got in our pants
A poem by Inthuch, Sanam Ratsadon, 2022

Worachet’s Hate Mail: Selections
Siddhi-Issara Foundation, 2022

Human Rights Defenders Poetry Challenge, Protection International, 2022

Five Thai finalist poems

e “Madhumans Who Dare To Dream” by Songphon Sonthirak

e “Remember, we’re all by your side” by Mek Krueng Fah (3rd Place Winner globally)
e “What is human” by Hatairatt Jaturawatana

e “Fix” by Prachya Pongpanich

e “To Little Sia” by Jakraphong Soungchomphan

We subjects, as if mute and blind, have found ourselves at the end of the line
Two poems by Arnon Nampa, Sanam Ratsadon, 2021

The Progress of Josef K.’s Trial and the Appearance of a Tiger Hornet
A story by Phu Kradat, Asymptote Journal, 2021

Isan to English
SOOKWAN-2022
Subtitles for four sung poems by Chantana Tiprachart, Ghost2565, 2022

In Remembrance of Kru Krong Chandavong
A performance poem by Patiwat Saraiyaem, DinDeng, 2022

Lao Phaen 11/4/2015
A song lyric by Patiwat Saraiyaem, Center For Southeast Asian Studies University of
Wisconsin—Madison’s Justice in Translation Series, 2022

A Wet-Garbage Kid’s Taamlie
A story by Prapt, Japan Foundation’s Asian Literature Project “YOMU”, 2022

Beware of killers who blend in with caterpillars
A performance poem by Patiwat Saraiyaem, Mekong Review, 2021

A Poem in Isan Explaining the Constitution of the Kingdom of Siam
An excerpt from a performance poem by Khun Phrom Prasart, Sanam Ratsadon, 2021
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https://readjournal.org/product/theplain/
https://sanamratsadon.org/2022/12/19/the-obscenity-case-against-ekachai-hongkangwan/
https://sanamratsadon.org/2022/12/21/against-feudal-obscenity/
https://sanamratsadon.org/2022/12/22/the-pickpocket-who-got-in-our-pants/
https://sis.or.th/en/worachets-hate-mail-selections/
https://simplebooklet.com/txpoemchallengelayoutpiindd#page=51
https://simplebooklet.com/txpoemchallengelayoutpiindd#page=53
https://simplebooklet.com/txpoemchallengelayoutpiindd#page=55
https://simplebooklet.com/txpoemchallengelayoutpiindd#page=56
https://simplebooklet.com/txpoemchallengelayoutpiindd#page=57
https://sanamratsadon.org/2021/08/11/two-poems-by-arnon-nampa/
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2021/04/27/translation-tuesday-the-progress-of-josef-k-s-trial-and-the-appearance-of-a-tiger-hornet-by-phu-kradat/
https://www.ghost2565.com/program/installation/soo-kwan-2022
https://www.dindeng.com/krong-chandavong/
https://seasia.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1794/2022/01/Peera-v3.pdf
https://jfac.jp/en/culture/features/f-yomu-thailand-prapt/
https://jfac.jp/en/culture/projects/p-yomu/
https://mekongreview.com/beware-of-killers-who-blend-in-with-caterpillars/
https://sanamratsadon.org/2021/11/13/a-poem-in-isan-explaining-the-constitution-of-the-kingdom-of-siam/

PUBLISHED ESSAYS IN ENGLISH

2022
- The Artivism of Incantations in Isan, The Jugaad Project [link]
- Ten Years of Being Thai, soi [link]

2021

- How to Tell Stories Under Lése Majesté? An Anonymized Novel Has Some Answers,
Asymptote Journal [link]

- Heaven Doesn’t Divide—Why This Gulf? New Mandala [link]

- Strangely Familiar: A Menagerie of Contemporary Thai and Indonesian Writing, AJ
[link]

2020

- A True Molam Who Thrives in Hybrid Places, soi [excerpt]
- The Law Ought To Be King, Boston Review [link]

- Tourlong Thailand, New Mandala [link]

2019

- Live and die with dignity: a publisher vs. a kingdom, New Mandala [link]

- What to Say and What Not to Say to Isan People, Aan Online [link]

- The Khon Kaen Model(s): when terror and transportation infrastructure meet, NM
[link]

2018

- Betraying my heritage: the riddles of Chinese and Lao, Isaan Record [link]

- Book Review: May the Court Consider Delivering a Guilty Verdict in Accordance with
the Dogs’ Law, New Mandala [link]

- The tired trope of Isaan women as domestic servants on Drag Race Thailand, IR [link]
- The parable of the poisoned arrow: Thailand 4.0 edition, IR [link]

2017

- What’s so special about Isaan people writing in English? A review of Pira Sudham’s
stories, Isaan Record [link]

- In the wake of Yingluck’s departure: poetry as food for thought, /R [link]

- An Earful, Mekong Review [link]

- A Tale of Two Dictionaries: An Elegy for Preecha Phinthong, IR [link]

- Top 5 Moments when Isaan music made the news in 2017, IR [link]

- Esania Sector 9: Climate change fosters new Isaan writing, IR [link]

- Book Review: Thai Art — Currencies of the Contemporary by David Teh, /R [link]
- Pop Aye: it’s not about the elephant: homecoming and flagship species, IR [link]
- My farang husband likes Isaan food, will he get cancer? IR [link]

- Posing with the king’s body, New Mandala [link]

2016
- Let’s revitalize Isaan Lao literacy through translations, Isaan Record [link]

2015
- What mushrooms tell us about Isaan’s ecological future, Isaan Record [link]


https://www.thejugaadproject.pub/home/artivism
https://s-o-i.io/essays/tenyearsofbeingthai/
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2021/09/08/how-to-tell-stories-under-lese-majeste-an-anonymized-novel-has-some-answers/
https://www.newmandala.org/heaven-doesnt-divide-why-this-gulf/
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/2021/08/25/neither-strange-nor-familiar-on-contemporary-thai-and-indonesian-writing/
https://www.facebook.com/thisissoisquad/posts/2926592367577783
https://bostonreview.net/articles/peera-songkunnatham-the-law-ought-be-king/
https://www.newmandala.org/tourlong-thailand/
https://www.newmandala.org/live-and-die-with-dignity-a-publisher-vs-a-kingdom/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8569/
https://www.newmandala.org/the-khon-kaen-models-when-terror-and-transportation-infrastructure-meet/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/06/30/the-riddles-of-chineseandlao/
https://www.newmandala.org/book-review/may-court-consider-delivering-guilty-verdict-accordance-dogs-law-%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A8%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A5%E0%B9%84%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B2/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/05/20/the-tired-trope-of-isaan-women-as-domestic-servants-now-on-drag-race-thailand/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/06/09/the-parable-of-the-poisoned-arrow-thailand-4-0-edition/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/08/20/review-pira-sudhams-short-stories/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/08/26/after-yinglucks-departure-poetry/
https://mekongreview.com/an-earful/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/08/02/tale-two-dictionaries-elegy-preecha-phinthong/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/12/30/when-isaan-music-made-newsin2017/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/11/03/climate-change-fosters-new-isaan-writing/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/10/29/book-review-thai-art-contemporary/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/06/29/film-review-pop-aye-not-about-elephant-homecoming/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/03/18/will-farang-husband-get-cancer/
https://www.newmandala.org/posing-kings-body/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2016/03/14/lets-revitalize-isaan-lao-literacy-through-translations/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2015/12/07/what-mushrooms-tell-us-about-isaans-ecological-future/

PUBLISHED ESSAYS, FEATURE STORIES, AND INTERVIEWS IN THAI

2022

- Mldunaulne, soi [link]

2021
3 o & o 1 ' A 4 o o <, o a4 ° .
- Anudluetiudvedin deaiions’: waneFoanasud1ves wnedwnn’ Tuiuimieugneess), way magazine
[link]
o o @ ~ 1 . .
- undunual 6x6 fu fise dosfAuesssy, soi [link]

2020
- Wala wrasiun “puiaieunaie” n fise desduesssy, The Features [link]

- nudaddl 13, iinGeunusyuiataauen — Free Thai Scholars [link]

- ilessansswaudunmdeu gy fise desiuessaw dula anangnni, a day magazine [link]
- o1llasduesnariu: Sundand wnu galu Tudwuudanwiiides, Aan Online [link]

- suileAngaru Twideaiide  ilefgiaind Inded COVID-19 druqnlnlesals, The Matter [link]

- o “huthaunas: gredamegaslvuluTanveuiiedss?, Aan Online [link]

2019
- 537 “pounlad” niumwiatlingy, Aan Online [link]

i . 4 a . ]
- unzseuilamasruedne Wduidie, Aan Online [link]

2 1 Aa o o1 s v .
- “puna lunzidaw?” aunaveuT10gh 1as No¥In Jojuriunnenns wihan, The Matter [link]

¢
£

- ieRuneauIugdng: Tyvinmser nanargn il aaug lunu Mhainu, Aan Online [link]
- Fowruiiuvaj uisguauiiaen | El gobierno no tiene madre, Aan Online [link]
- iifo February e1'lildlan auanius, Aan Online [link]

- madiesisesAnimih Useuninlitluan, Aan Online [link]

P
A A

- ARVITOU: ITVEY “NAAT LUVIAS gﬁﬁ'ﬂé 30 “nnge” nuwina2, Aan Online [link]

- Usingmsal “nsanszamaunes” lasnaulas ssninnndwinudmauas?, Aan Online [link]
- 1@e wlame Wiemean?, Aan Online [link]

- quenlaanla | guacamole, Aan Online [link]

- artiuunan ;j’é’umww%umssﬁ | El si que sabia hacer el amor, Aan Online [link]
- cguﬁﬂﬁmuémjﬁué”a! | iHijos de la tal por cual!, Aan Online [link]

- e1meauyeU foex 152, Aan Online [link]

2018
- 5o lhuveuuaunds Tufinssansiatls mden w1 w1y Khon Kaen Manifesto, The Matter [link]

- Transxenoestrogenesis: auiums inuasaunsd arsiail so3 luuilanilasy, The Matter [link]
- Can the Subaltern Be Seen? iioffeviithnidsaa13lunih, The Matter [link]

- niau Jawes luiannnenadanylne, The Isaan Record [link]

- Aadsdwuuman Ineeiovennail. iyaasnsw, The Matter [link]

- 13 luanu B3mszvesiioeuamizes ‘e Sinds Reniadeidnnm, The Matter [link]

Pauiiswingad wanpuzAaduioud ‘us’, The Matter [link]

De

o I ' o oo .
- mamuiasiszanvunseanuiluauasiihgu? Ndremaiunsldsnihmihawngruie, The Matter [link]

v =

- udingmiSansoa: USauduluan, The Isaan Record [link]
- 1 ‘Aumsfedunind’ g ahdiledeuile 14> dauluaiva TCDC, The Matter [link]
- Ase YRz Iu Yuana: Ineuaud 4.0 Auveuunu Smart City, The Isaan Record [link]

- Mlanannavvoansziawrainiseiamans Ine, The Isaan Record [link]
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https://s-o-i.io/essays/tenyearsofbeingthai/
https://waymagazine.org/peera-songkunnatham-interview/
https://s-o-i.io/interviews/6x6-interview-with-peera-songkunnatham/https:/s-o-i.io/essays/tenyearsofbeingthai/
https://thefeaturesth.com/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%83%E0%B8%88-%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%A5%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B2-%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A5/
https://www.facebook.com/FreeThaiScholars/posts/pfbid0gbZ1Gokq7vi8JP2D3Vv29LFhUaCMRsyb9iMYsUbmHGFXrgBnFWYbVGCwSZbsS37Xl
https://adaymagazine.com/el-llano-en-ilamas/
https://readjournal.org/news/16115/
https://thematter.co/thinkers/maxican-hero-in-covid-19/106339
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/14306/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/11100/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/10685/
https://thematter.co/thinkers/choose-your-own-future-in-nah-han/77427
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8611/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8620/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8446/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8419/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8396/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8361/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8308/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8266/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8248/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/guest/aan-onzin/8203/
https://readjournal.org/aan-on-line/8147/
https://thematter.co/thinkers/lrt-khon-kaen-manifesto/63145
https://thematter.co/thinkers/transxenoestrogenesis/59256
https://thematter.co/thinkers/can-the-subaltern-be-seen/58500
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/08/19/martin-wheeler-myths/
https://thematter.co/thinkers/nonbinary-miss-pronoun-of-jompom-plaek-period/57407
https://thematter.co/thinkers/sensible-in-kha-yom-wang-lang/56639
https://thematter.co/thinkers/if-isan-has-office-of-the-royal-society/56134
https://thematter.co/thinkers/gender-vs-sexuality/55155
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/07/07/betraying-my-heritage-riddles-chinese-lao-translation/
https://thematter.co/thinkers/esan-in-tcdc-sight/53942
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/06/10/parable-poisoned-arrow-thailand-4-0-translation/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/06/04/prince-damrong-lies/

- “daud” Tusre “Fuans1 lusrens Drag Race Thailand, The Isaan Record [link]
- dumag “wges” oanad Anasa e, The Isaan Record [link]

- douna: “Avern” Tudu lamauas “anumangay” ludansssudaw, The Isaan Record [link]

2017

- fionl 5wl 2560 iiloaussdam “ilui11”, The Isaan Record [link]

- veuil wsdar: woanlszansilaelugludu, The Isaan Record [link]

- ESANIA SECTOR 9: anzTanSeunumsieudamuuugas, The Isaan Record [link]

- wiieFanl gan: “gludn” fudunaganugilvluduitves, The Isaan Record [link]

- af “ynaidl sumnInuiiougan, The Isaan Record [link]

- yossadnuaianududaurumsldeudiunig, The Isaan Record [link]

- i3n1 n3duns : recognize, name, 1hoenin — auuneudenssumswidun, The Isaan Record [link]
- wﬁwmi'iygﬂman“luﬁmaﬂmu(ﬂ?uﬂma) £ M0 ATLANANNLLN B9 vadvue, The Isaan Record [link]
- audaulszrius nudlunnsanguiuiieeage e uninsdisesaunazdeieuvediis: g535u, IR [link]

- ynInsainmeuas Jevers memlsus: amaunduihu udraumndrelyIvue, The Isaan Record [link]

- fude au dad Faves : malamsduiuly dmunszodunn SafuGeswensv &2, The Isaan Record [link]
- undosal : Imhueer 3 d mis aznufiviiduiissdiaziny, The Isaan Record [link]

- S wessurenfveomsdau wesiiluuzdalnue, The Isaan Record [link]

o

- 5308 Tnasaens: s lilsind@eudau sudhnindouandudadeiuaiilve, The Isaan Record [link]

= @ a 4

InvauAUMINIUNIZLaVRINegIuns, The Isaan Record [link]

=0

- FAadenu: widmnaseunsidasvaens i daunutfenlsinislududs ludla, The Isaan Record [link]

2016
- inuiathagiamewandaiu, The Isaan Record [link]

- inlumseu@sunmadariumsulanunes!, The Isaan Record [link]


https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/05/27/the-tired-trope-of-isaan-women-as-domestic-servants-now-on-drag-race-thailand-translation/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/05/13/effeminate-tao-ngoi-dance/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2018/05/08/hak-paeng-propriety-subtitles-women/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/12/31/when-isaan-music-made-news_in_2017/https:/theisaanrecord.co/2017/08/20/review-pira-sudhams-short-stories/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/11/04/bonnie-brereton-democracy-buddhist-murals/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/11/03/esania-sector-nine/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/09/22/hathairat-suda-interview/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/08/28/after-yingluck-departure-poetry-translation/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/27/hybrid-fonts-open-source-identities/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/25/matcha-phorn-in-interview/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/15/10-years-lao-films-in-private-hands/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/12/pira-sudham-english-language-books/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/02/pop-aye-review-thai/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/07/01/isaan-novel-op-ed-2017/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/04/14/thaiban-the-series-review/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/03/23/will-farang-husband-get-cancer-translation/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/03/21/chadchawal-khotsongkram-interview/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/03/14/doctor-2017/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2017/02/19/isaan-lives-vietnamese-bun-seller-bible/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2016/12/11/mushroom-isaan-future-translation/
https://theisaanrecord.co/2016/03/19/%e0%b8%a1%e0%b8%b2%e0%b8%9f%e0%b8%b7%e0%b9%89%e0%b8%99%e0%b8%9f%e0%b8%b9%e0%b8%81%e0%b8%b2%e0%b8%a3%e0%b8%ad%e0%b9%88%e0%b8%b2%e0%b8%99%e0%b9%80%e0%b8%82%e0%b8%b5%e0%b8%a2%e0%b8%99%e0%b8%a0%e0%b8%b2/

